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Purpose:
A lockdown is implemented to protect staff and students from a serious threat inside the school building
(e.g., intruder, active shooter) when it is safer to remain inside a secured area than to evacuate.

Examples of when a lockdown may be required:
e Dangerous intruder
e Active shooter
e Suspicious individual posing an immediate risk

Procedure:
e Any staff member who identifies a threat or serious potential threat must initiate a lockdown
immediately.

e Aclear announcement will be made: “Lockdown - activate safe zone.”
e 911 will be called immediately. The Ministry of Education will be notified as soon as possible.
e Staff and students will:
o Move quickly and quietly to the nearest designated safe zone.
o Remain calm, silent, and out of sight.
e Adesignated staff member will conduct a quick visual sweep of nearby rooms and washrooms, if
safe to do so, to direct any individuals to the safe zone.
e Once inside the safe zone:
o Doors will be locked immediately by the principal or staff member-in-charge.
o Everyone will sit completely quietly.
e Cell phones are to be silenced and only used to communicate with emergency services if
necessary.
e Staff will maintain a calm environment and reassure students as appropriate.
e No one is to leave the safe zone until an official “all clear” is provided by the RCMP or emergency
responders.

Professional Judgment:

If it is unsafe to move to a designated safe zone, staff will use professional judgment to take immediate
alternative protective actions (e.g., securing the nearest room, barricading, or evacuating if necessary) to
ensure the safety of all individuals.

-Updated May 2026



